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ORDINANCE NO.: 2022-068 

Amending the 1998 Code of Ordi nances of the C ity of Co lumbia, South Carolina, Chapter 17 (Unifi ed 
Development Ordinance), Article 5: Development Standards, Sec. 17-5.3, Landscaping and Sec. 17-7.6, 

Nonconforming Site Features 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council this 16'h day of August, 2022, that the 1998 Code 
of Ordi nances of the City of Colum bia, South Carolina, Chapter 17 (Unified Deve lopment Ord inance), 
Article 5: Deve lopment Standards, Sec. 17-5.3, Landscaping and Sec. 17-7.6, Nonconform ing Site 
Features is amended to read as follows : 

Sec. 17-5.3 Landscaping 

(d) Transitional Buffer Yards 

(1) Purpose 

A trans itional buffer yard is a landscaped area between two land uses designed to: 

a. Mitigate potential negative effects of different contiguous land uses; 

b. Prevent an adverse community appearance; 

c. Protect the character of an area; and 

d. Conserve the values of buildings and land. 

(2) Applicability 

a. Unless exempted in accordance with subsection b below, all new development 
shall comply with standards in this subsection. 

b. Transitional buffer yards are not requi red: 

1. Between uses or lots wi thin a single mixed-use development; and 

2. Between a proposed development and abutting right-of-way. 

3. Development that consists of the renovation or reuse of an existing 
structure where the buffer would require the reduction in number of 
parking spaces in an existing parki ng lot. 

(3) Required Width and Plantings 

a. Requi1·ed Buffer Type 
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