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ORDINANCE NUMBER NO.: 2022-080 

Amending the 1998 Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbia, South Carolina, 
Chapter 14, Offenses and Jvfiscellaneous Provisions, Article!, In General, 

Sec. I 4-7_Reporting of Lost /Stolen Firearms; Firearms recovered ji-om crimes or criminal activity 

WHEREAS, laws that encourage firearm owners to notify law enforcement about the loss or theft 
of a firearm serve several publi c safety fu nctions. These laws help deter gun trafficking and straw 
purchasing, and help law enforcement recover and return lost or sto len guns to their rightful owners. They 
also he lp law enforcement disarm individuals who become ineligible to possess firearms; and, 

WHEREAS, according to United States Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(A TF) data, the majority of lost or stolen firearms are never reported to law enforcement, s ignificantly 
hindering law enforcement efforts to trace the source of crime guns and to prevent weapons from fa lling 
into dangerous hands with many of the stolen guns bei ng used to com mit subsequent crimes. A United 
States Department of the Treasury study revealed that nearly a quarter of A TF gun trafficking investigations 
involved stolen firearms and that ten ( l 0%) percent of the investigations involved guns sto len from 
residences; and, 

WHEREAS, when a crime gun is traced by law enforcement to the last purchaser of record, the 
person who purchased the gun may often c laim that the weapon was lost or stolen to hide his or her 
involvement in the crime or in intentionally trafficking the gun to a prohibited person. Reporting laws 
provide an important tool for law enforcement to detect this behavior because individuals who repeatedly 
report thei r guns lost or stolen also put law enforcement on notice that they may be traffi cking fi rearms on 
the black market; and, 

WHEREAS, when a person who legally owned a gun fa lls into a prohibited category, such as after 
a serious c rimina l conviction or domestic viol ence restraining order, it is crucial that law enforcement 
remove the firearm from his or her possession . However, when required to relinquish firearms, a prohibited 
offender or abuser may falsely claim that his or her gun was previously lost or stolen; and, 

WHEREAS, the reporting requi rement helps law enforcement track down missing guns and return 
them to lawful owners before they fall into dangerous hands; and, 

WHEREAS, report ing laws make gun owners more accountable for their weapons, and help protect 
rightful gun owners from unwarranted criminal accusations when a gun that was lost or stolen from them 
is later recovered at a crime scene; and, 

WHEREAS, the State of South Carolina has not taken any legislative action to compel the reporting 
of guns which are lost or stolen and this area of regulation is not preempted by any State Action; and, 

WHEREAS, states without lost or sto len reporting laws are the source of more than 2.5 times as 
many crime guns recovered in other states as states w ith a lost or stolen report ing requirement. States 
without lost or sto len reporting laws also sell 30% more "short time-to-crime guns," meaning guns that are 
recovered from crime scenes within two years of their ini tial purchase; and, 

WHEREAS, a nationwide po ll found that 94% of registered voters supported laws to req uire the 
reporting of lost or stolen firearm s; NOW, THEREFOR£, 
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