
 

 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO.:  2021-037 
 

Amending the 1998 Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbia, South Carolina, 
Chapter 17, Planning, Land Development and Zoning, Article V, Historic Preservation and Architectural 

Review, Division 2, Preservation Standards for Landmarks and Design Protection Districts, 
Sec. 17-674 Review process (d) Criteria for review of design of structures and sites 

   
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council this 1st day of June, 2021, that the 1998 Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Columbia, South Carolina, Chapter 17, Planning, Land Development and Zoning, 
Article V, Historic Preservation and Architectural Review, Division 2, Preservation Standards for Landmarks 
and Design Protection Districts, Sec. 17-674 Review process (d) Criteria for review of design of structures 
and sites is amended to read as follows: 
 
Sec. 17-674. Review process. 
(a) Notice of public hearing. The DDRC shall cause public notice to be given on all actions listed in section 
17-655(a)(2)b. 
(b) Materials to be submitted for review. Where the DDRC deems it necessary, in order to pass upon a 
particular proposal in a DP district, it may require submission of any or all of the following, among other 
necessary items, as part of the application for review: architectural plans, plot plans, landscaping plans, 
plans for off-street parking, proposed signs, and elevations of proposed structures. Additionally, in any 
historic commercial districts or for any proposals of multi-family structures, landscaping plans and elevation 
photographs or drawings showing proposed structures and all such existing structures as are within 500 
feet of the proposed structure and are substantially related to it visually or by reason of function, traffic 
generation or other characteristics, may be required. 
(c) Matters to be considered by commission. In its review of material submitted with applications for 
approval, the commission shall examine the architectural design, the exterior surface treatment, the 
arrangement and location of buildings and structures on the site in question and their relation to other 
buildings and structures within the district involved, and other pertinent factors affecting the appearance 
and efficient functioning of the district. In the DP districts, the commission shall not approve any proposed 
building or structure separately or in relation to its premises as proposed to be arranged, landscaped or 
constructed which would adversely affect the primary character of the district involved or the setting of 
public or quasi-public historical buildings or landmarks on which public or private monies have been or are 
proposed to be spent. The commission shall endeavor to ensure that the exterior appearance and 
arrangement of buildings, structures and premises in these districts will: 
(1) Enhance the attractiveness and functioning of each district in keeping with its purpose and intent; 
(2)  Encourage the orderly and harmonious development of each district; and 
(3)  Enhance and protect the public and private investment and general value of lands and 

improvements within the district. 
(d) Criteria for review of design of structures and sites. 

(1) Issuance of a certificate of design approval shall be based upon the requirements set forth in 
the standards or design guidelines adopted by the city council for each historic district. For individual 
landmarks, the Governor's Mansion Protection Area, Elmwood Park Architectural Conservation District, and 
the Landmark District, the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, as amended and listed 
below (the "Standards"), shall serve as guidelines until such time as design guidelines may be written and 
adopted by City Council for each local historic district. The Standards are to be applied to specific 
rehabilitation projects, taking into account the designation level of each district. 

a. For landmark districts and individual landmarks, the historic character of a property shall 
be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces 
that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

b. In architectural conservation districts and protection areas, the historic character of a 
district shall be retained and preserved through the preservation of historic materials and features 
which characterize the historic district. 



 

 

c. For individual landmarks and the landmark district, each property shall be recognized as 
a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical 
development, such as adding conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, 
shall not be undertaken. An opening and its configuration which have gained historic significance 
in their own right may be replicated in an opening on the same elevation of a given structure where 
the existing configuration is not original, maintaining the dimensions of the historic opening. 

d. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic 
significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 

e. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a property shall be preserved. 

f. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where severe 
deterioration or complete loss requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall 
match the old in design, color, finish, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, 
materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or 
pictorial evidence, and character-defining features that have been lost due to intentional damage, 
removal or neglect shall be rebuilt. 

g. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic 
materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken 
using the gentlest means possible. 

h. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall 
be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic 
integrity of the property and its environment. 

i. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 
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