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RESOLUTION NO.:  R-2021-117 

 

Approving the Honorary Naming of the Intersection of  

Oak Street and Gervais Street “Simon P. Bouie Square” 

 

 WHEREAS, Simon P. Bouie is a native of Columbia, South Carolina; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Bouie is a graduate of Booker T. Washington High School and Allen University, 

receiving his graduate education from Atlanta University School of Social Work and the Turner Seminary 

at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia, and having previously served as 

chaplain at Crafts Farrow State Hospital and as the First African- American chaplain at the Warwick School 

for Boys in Warwick, New York, and having served as the fifty-first pastor of Mother Bethel A.M.E. 

Church, retiring as pastor of the historic Zion A.M.E. Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, in March 1960, Mr. Bouie and a close friend were arrested and charged with 

trespassing as they attempted to desegregate a lunch counter at Eckerd’s Drugstore in downtown Columbia, 

ultimately obtaining exoneration when the United States Supreme Court ruled in their favor in the landmark 

decision entitled Bouie v. Columbia; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Bouie has been recognized with many outstanding awards, including the New 

York State Most Distinguished Award, the Long Island Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Award, the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church Distinguished Award and the New York  

Annual Conference Outstanding Award; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Bouie is an activist and public servant deeply involved in the work of the 

community he serves, including his membership in the NAACP, One Hundred Black Men, Alpha Phi Alpha 

Fraternity, PUSH and the YMCA; NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED this 19th day of October, 2021, that the Mayor and City Council of the City of 

Columbia hereby approve the honorary naming of the intersection of Oak Street and Gervais Street "Simon 

P. Bouie Square."  The design and color of the honorary signs shall be subject to the approval of the Director 

of Public Works. 

 

Requested by:  

 

Mayor Benjamin                                   __________________________________  

       Mayor  

Approved by:  

 

___________________________  

City Manager  

       ATTEST: 

Approved as to form:  

        

____________________________         ___________________________________  

City Attorney       City Clerk  
 

Introduced:  10/19/2021 

Final Reading:  10/19/2021 
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