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RESOLUTION NO.:  R-2021-138 

 

Acknowledging the Intent to name the proposed Teaching Kitchen "Deborah 
Christie Teaching Kitchen" 

 
 WHEREAS, Deborah Christie was born in Heidelberg, Germany and raised in a military 
environment in various parts of the United States and Europe; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, in 1980, Ms. Christie moved to Columbia, South Carolina and began a career 
with Bank of America as a teller, quickly became a branch manager then served as a Vice President 
for 18 years; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Deborah Chr is t ie served as Executive Director for the Columbia Housing 
Development Corporation and TN Development Corporation from 1999-2011; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Deborah’s expertise in housing redevelopment and educational programs provided 
her an opportunity to serve as Director of Community Development from 2011 until her untimely passing 
in May 2016; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Deborah Christie was well known in the community for her hard work and dedication 

to serving our most vulnerable and low-moderate income population; and, 
 

WHEREAS, some of Deborah Christie’s many accomplishments included revitalizing disinvested 
neighborhoods through providing rehabilitated and newly constructed single-family homes for sale and 
affordable multifamily housing for rental; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Ms. Christie was instrumental in the development of educational programs to build 

inter-personal skills and on-the-job training for the under-employed and unemployed; and, 
 

WHEREAS, Deborah Christie also had a vision for providing opportunities for individuals to 
improve their quality of life by living a healthy lifestyle; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Teaching Kitchen would be one way to address nutrition and health disparities in 

designated targeted areas such as the 29203 and 29204 where health disparities are a challenge, and, 
 

WHEREAS, many people, particularly minorities, suffer from hypertension, diabetes, heart disease 
and obesity; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Deborah Christie understood the importance of facing health challenges through a 

combination of medical treatments combined with a healthy life style, and;  
 

WHEREAS, Deborah Christie’s s goal before her passing was to establish a “Teaching Kitchen” to 
show individuals how to eat healthier, prepare meals with fresh local food selections and work toward better 
outcomes; and,  

  
 WHEREAS, City leadership, staff and residents continue to benefit from the commitment, 
dedication and impact of Deborah Christie; NOW, THEREFORE, 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbia this 7th day of 
December, 2021 that in honor of Ms. Deborah Christie's tireless service and dedication to the City 
of Columbia and its residents the City commits to naming the proposed Teaching Kitchen after 
Deborah Christie. 
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Requested by:  
 
 
Councilmember Devine                        __________________________________  
       Mayor  
Approved by:  
 
 
___________________________  
City Manager  
       ATTEST: 
Approved as to form:  

 

       
____________________________         ___________________________________  
City Attorney       City Clerk  
 
Introduced:  12/7/2021 
Final Reading: 12/7/2021 
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